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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

In response to applicant's amendment received 4/25/2005, all requested 
changes have been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

In response to the remarks made, the Examiner notes that it is true that Watkins 
focuses on pictorial manipulation and combination, but Watkins points out in several 
places that "image and/or text" may be combined with a prestored image. One can see 
text data being printed on customized items in Fig. 4. The Examiner has also found 
new art to teach and/or suggest the inputting of text data into a template in Cyman (U.S. 
Patent No. 5,845,302). Please see the new rejection below. 

I. Claims 1-9, 14-16, and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Cyman (U.S. Patent No. 5,845,302). 

1. Claim 1 

Cyman discloses : 

• in Fig. 1 a printer apparatus. The Examiner is interpreting the workstation, RIP 
and printer to be a printer apparatus since the main purpose of this setup is to 
create documents based on templates to be printed. 

• In column 2, lines 20-24 that a customer can submit a data tape (i.e. portable 
memory device) containing, amongst other information, text data. 

• in Fig. 2A-C various templates that can be printed. See in Fig. 1 , item 112 that 
the template inputted and stored in the workstation (i.e. resident), which is part 
of the printer apparatus. 
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• Column 2, lines 41-67 the organization of textual information into fields. Cyman 
mentioned in column 2, line 48 that there are selectable conditions, but not that 
one can select text fields. However, by inputting the textual information into 
fields, the print operator is basically selecting all the text data to be inputted into 
the template. 

• in Fig. 2A-C various templates with added information that can be printed. Also 
note column 3, lines 13-18. 

• Column 3, line 25 the concept of printing the document. 

• As mentioned above, it would be obvious to call the setup used by Cyman a 
printer apparatus, since it serves the purpose of printing. 

• The Examiner would like to note that many of the claims call for the prompting of 
an user to perform some function. As mentioned in the previous Office Action, 
prompting an user is a simple matter of creating pop-up message boxes, which 
are well known in the art. Although Cyman does not go into detail about 
prompting an user to perform various tasks, it would be easy for one of ordinary 
skill in the art to add this feature. 



2. Claims 2 and 20 

• One can see in Fig. 2A-C that there are different text formats to be inputted into 
the templates to be printed. Also see column 7, lines 33-36. 



3. Claim 3 and 21 

• Cyman discloses in column 7, lines 44-46 that additional text may be added. 



4. Claim 4 

• Cyman discloses in column 2, line 22 that images may be inputted from the data 
tape as well as text data. Also see column 6, line 16. 



5. Claim 5 

• See claim 4 above. 



6. 



Claim 6 
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• Cyman discloses in column 6, lines 19-20 the use of a disk drive to obtain digital 
information. 



7. Claim 7 

• Cyman discloses in column 6, lines 16-18 that the workstation receives input (i.e. . 
accesses data) from various sources. 



8. Claim 8 

• From claims 6 and 7 above, a disk driver can be considered a reader. 

• Again, referring to Fig. 1 of Cyman, the workstation can obtain templates 112. 
These would inherent have to be stored in some form of memory, most likely the 
hard disk of the workstation. 

• Cayman discloses a print engine 118 in Fig. 1 

• As mentioned above in claim 1, the entire setup in Fig. 1 is interpreted to be a 
printer apparatus . 



9. Claim 9 

• One can see in Figs 4A and 4B of Cyman a display of a program that allows an 
operator to manipulate what is to be included in the template. 



10. Claim 14 

• Cyman discloses in column 6, line 17 the use of an image scanner. It would be 
obvious to use this to provide images for the template. 



10. Claim 15 

• Cyman does not explicitly disclose the use of a camera to provide images. 
However, attaching digital cameras are well known in the art. Also note in the 
previous Office Action, Watkins et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,459,819 - column 6, lines 
14-16, "[ilnput device 20 comprises a electronic camera such as the DCS 200 
Digital Camera , produced by the Eastman Kodak Company." ). 



11. Claim 16 
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• The limitations of claim 16 has been analyzed in claims 1 and 7 above. 



12. Claim 19 

• One can see various templates in Figs. 2A-C that a different template is chosen 
for the various pictures. This has also been addressed in claim 1. 



II. Claims 10-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cyman (U.S. Patent No. 5,845,302) in view of the applicant's disclosure of the prior art 
in the background. 



13. Claims 10-13 

• As mentioned in the previous Office Action, the methods of connection and the 
magnetic strip-encoded data are disclosed on pages 4 and 5 of the applicant's 
specification. 



III. Claims 17-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cyman (U.S. Patent No. 5,845,302) in view of Lesnick (U. S. Patent No. 4,760,606). 



14. Claim 17 and 18 

• Claims 14 and 15 above disclosed how to obtain data from a scanner and a 
camera. However, Cyman (nor Watkins) discloses the converting of this 
information into text data. However, converting image data to text is well-known 
in the art of OCR (optical character recognition) - see Lesnick (U.S. Patent No. 
4,760,606, column 2, lines 1-5). 
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Conclusion 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yixing Qin whose telephone number is (571)272-7381 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward Coles can be reached on (571 )272-7402. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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